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Observing Children and Writing Anecdotal Records 

ANECDOTAL RECORD 

 

A brief narrative account describing an incident of a child's behavior that is of interest/significance to 

the observer /teacher. 

Anecdotes describe 

•what happened  

•how it happened  

•when  

•where  

•what was said and done  

•describe one incident briefly 

•cumulative, collected over the school year and often written soon  after the incident 

Advantages 

1. Focus on behaviour of interest and ignore other behaviours; 

2. Less time consuming than running record; 

3. No special training needed for the observer; 

4. Observer can catch an unexpected incident no matter when it occurs, for it is usually recorded 

afterwards. 

Disadvantages 

1. Requires focussed attention /observation, may overlook important behaviours; 

2. Depends on the memory of the observer 

ASPECT 

 
DESCRIPTION 

 

WHAT  should be 

written as an 

Änecdote” 

 Significant incidents or specific, observable behaviours   that provide 

cumulative information about  
 students' development  in scholastic areas  

 physical and social growth and development 

  Information about students' strengths and weaknesses. 

Skills and attitudes 

WHY is it necessary 

to maintain an 

Anecdotal Record 

for every student? 

 Anecdotal Records are observation tools for formative Assessment  

 provides valuable information to the Teacher/Observer in learning and other 

situations 

HOW  should it be 

written 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUIDELINES 

 To be useful, anecdotal records should be brief and focused.  

 They should be objective descriptions- 

 Keep comments objective. Make specific comments about student strengths, 

especially after several observations have been recorded and a pattern has been 

observed. 

 something like a reporter/ journalist reporting an  incident for news 

 Guidelines for writing Anecdotal Records Start with a statement; setting, date, 

time of day, name  of the student 

 Describe the child’s behaviour. NOT what you think of the behaviours.  

 Use details of the child’s actions and comments, include other’s responses. ( 

exact words) 

 Write down the exact words used in the conversation (direct quotes) Most 

complete episodes have a beginning, middle and end 

WHEN  Anecdotal comments should be recorded regularly and immediately after the 

observation. 

 Record as the observations are being made, or as soon after as possible, so 



 

  

 

recollections will be accurate. 

WHERE Record at different times and during different activities to develop a balanced 

profile of the student 

HOW LONG should  

an anecdotal record 

be maintained? 

 Review records frequently to ensure that notes are being made on each student 

regularly and summarize information related to trends in students' 

learning/development 

 Throughout the  year on a continuous mode 

 It should be handed over to the  class teacher of the next class  

It should be sent along with the TC to the school where the student is moving on 

transfer 

WHICH incidents 

should be recorded? 
 Only observable, “övert”actions 

 Identify if the incident is valuable (developmentally significant 

 Examine the records regularly to be sure that comments are made for each student 

on a variety of skills and behaviours. 

 

How can the 

Information be used 

by Teachers 

 Individual entries may or may not be shared with parents. 

 Students strengths and weaknesses can emerge after several observations 

 

 


